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rapidly as possible a party strong enough to resist the policy of
the Government and repeal the measures passed by the great
Conservative majority of Parliament.

To realize the anomaly of the situation we should suppose, if
such were possible, that Mr. Speaker, being also Lord Mayor
of London, had conceived the happy thought of convening a
meeting of the Opposition in Hyde Park for the purpose of turn-
ing out Her Majesty's Government and of repealing the measures
adopted by the party in power.

On the day following the banquet Herr von Forckenbeck
wrote to the Vice-President of the Reichstag, Dr. Lucius, to
resign his presidency and to ask for sick leave.

When Herr von Forckenbeck resumes his seat in the Reichstag
it will probably be as a leader of the National Liberal party in
the place of Herr von Bennigsen, who appears to be drifting
towards the protectionist side of the House. The Reichstag has
since selected Herr von Seydenitz President, and will probably
elect Herr von Frankenstein Vice-president in the place of Herr
von StaufFenberg, who resigned with Herr von Forckenbeck.

The Conservative party, which had so long been in a minority,
and which Prince Bismarck had undertaken to lead to victory
by his celebrated letter of 15 December last, have hereby carried
the election of their candidates for the presidency of the German
parliament, which at its opening in March last would have been a
hopeless undertaking.

Prince Bismarck, by his personal influence and tact has con-
verted Parliament and the great body of the electors in Germany
to his views, and without a general election has fashioned a
Liberal Reichstag into a Conservative one.

Prince Bismarck is now master of the situation in Germany,'*

The water passed quickly under the bridges between May
and 12 July, when the final division of the new tariff as a whole,
was taken. 217 deputies voted for the duties, and 117 against,
but before this a resignation of three members of the Govern-
ment, ostensibly for other reasons, but really due to the revolu-
tion in the policy of the Chancellor, made it possible for him to
open the door of office to the Conservatives. The new policy
had also split the Liberal party from top to bottom, but, as
Lord Odo b^d pointed out, Bismarck was master of the situation.
On 16 July a law appreciably raising the duty on tobacco was
published, and this summer saw Germany definitely com-
mitted to a protective policy.
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